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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE TSILHQOT'IN NATION

A DECLARATION OF SOVEREIGNTY

TERRITORY

From the Fraser River to the Coastal Mountains and from the terr-
itory of the 8tl'atl'imx Nation to the territory of the Carrier
Nation is Tsilhgot'in Nem (Chilcotin.Country). The heart of our

country is Teilhqox (the Chllcotln River) and its trlbutary lakes

and streams.

Thie has been the territory of the Tsilhqot'in Nat—;
i an -hand it will alwaye . e
country The outlylngspartsfwe have always Bhared w1th our

nelghbours -~ the Nuxalk, Kwakiutl, Stl'atl'lmx, Carrier and Sec-'

wepemc -~ but theuheertland belonge to none but the Tsilhqot'in._

Our mountalne-an‘-valleys, 1akes,_r1vers and creeks all carry the
names given to them by Tsilhgot'in people. Anaham, Niut and Ttcha,
Tsilhgox, Tasigox and Chilanko (Tsalhanqox), Tatla, Xeni and Too-
sey. Our terrltory is that whlch is named in our 1anguage. All
11v1ng thlngs 1n our country -- animals, birds, 1nsects, amphlb—
ians, reptlles, wornm and flles, fieh trees, ehrubs,-flowers and

other plants —-.also bear the names given to them in the language

of the Tsilhgot'in.

AFFINITY
The Tsilhgot'in are part of the greater nation of the Dene, whose

language is spoken in territories that extend from Hudson's Bay
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to Alaska and from the northernmoat forests to Mexico. The Apache
and Navaho are Dene. The Sekani, Tahltan, Gwich'in, Nahani, Kag-
ka, Tsuu T'ina (or Sarcee) and the Sayisi Dene (or Chipewyan) are
Dene; ﬁ? are the Carrier, the Lhinchadene (Dogrib people), the
Tatsandene (Yellow knife people), the Kawchodene (Hare people)

the Dunne~Za and the Dene-Dhaa. The Greater Dene Nation is vast

and weware part:of_it. We are the Tsilhthfin.

THE ILLEGALVCQLONIZATION OF OUR NATION

The firet Europeans to enter our eountry did 8O only with our
permission and when we told them to leave they 1eft. When men

settled in our country Without permissmon, we drove them out. . . .

When the Queen of England extended to our nation the protection
of her law, by including our territory in the colony of British

Columbia in 1858, she did so without our knowledge or consent.

When the colony JOined the deinion of Canada in 1871 it was

done without our knowledge or consent._

Since that time, while our people were suffering from the effects
of European diseases, our country has been invaded and despoiled.
Our people have been deceived, impoverished, oppressed, exploited,
imprisoned and maligned. Our sovereignty has been encroached up-

on and our jurisdiction ignored. Yet we have survived and once
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again we thrive.

We are the Tsilhqgot'in and we declare to all men and women that

we are an independent nation, proud and free.

/

We accuse the govermment of the United Kingdom of breach of trust.

We accuse ﬁhe government of Canada of 1nvading the territories-
 ﬁEse sovereignt e
by ite own 1aws, to defend and protect. L

We accuse the goverment of thefprov1nce of British Columbia of inaky

vading our territories and plf dering our resources, in clear v1o—j*

1ation of its own laws and ours.:df

We accuse all three governments of.conSPiring to invade our nat-

ion; of conspiring to destroy the foundations of our . ancient way

of life and to oppress our people, of crimesg against 1and air andi*'
waters over which they have no jurisdiction, of permitting the
slaughter of the native w11d life, of encouraging or 1gnor1ng the o
over-harvesting cf our forests, 1akes, rivers and mountains and

the destruction of our natural gardens and orchards. We accuse

these governments of repeated and shameless violation‘of their own

laws and of international agreements and covenants.




JURISDICTION

The Tsilhgot'in Nation affirms, asserts and strives to exercise
full control over our traditiomal territories and over the govern-

ment wﬁ&hin our lands.

Our jurisdiction to govern our territory and our people is conferw

red upon us by the Creator, to govern,ﬂmaintazn and protect the
.tradrtlonal terr' t"::'y in accordance with ' -
J”efit of all llving hings exlsting

ion and for_thoee yet_unborn.

We have been the vrctims of colonlzation by Britaln, Canadadand

the prov1nce of Brrtlsh Columbia. Weﬁ n stiupon our right to

decolonlze and to drlve these governments'frum our land

TERMS OF UNION

We have often declared our w1111ngness to negotlate terms of unlon

w1th Canada. We repeat that offer now. We make only one condlt-

llon- the process of negotlatlon and the final agreement

the consent of the Teilhgot'in Nation.

We have asked the United Nations to supervise discussions between
the Tsilhgot'in Nation and Canada to assist us in our decolonizat-
ion. We feel that international assistance is necegsary because

Canada has stolen our lands and continues to have an interest in
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maintaining control over them. It is difficult to ask a thief to

slt in judgment of hias theft.

Should.;he negotiations prove fruitful, they will define the terms
and conditions of the union of the Tsilhgot'in Nation with Can-
ada. However, if Canada again refuses to negotiate or chooses to

'fations, the Tsilhqot‘ln_

bring unacceptable conditions to the ne'”

Nation ‘will conside”'itself free to:pursue whatever course Of

'action 1t may a fa! at will;no doubt include the'assump-.'-
tion of our rmghtful place in the Unlted Nations Organisatlon and o
other 1nternat10na1 groups,ielther as an 1ndividua1 nation oxr as a

constltuent member of a federatlon or alllance of nation states. h'

“I\TON STATUS“ TSILHQOT'IN

To all those people wbo know themselves to be Tsilhgot'in but who
have been denied recognition by Canada, the Tsilhgot'in Nation de-
clares that they w111 be granted Tszlhqot'in c1t1zensh1p and that_

they should 1nform thelr local communlty office of their deslre to

be so recognlzed

"INDIAN RESERVES" .

The Tsilhqgot'in Nation declares that the reserves established by
Canada and British Columbia for the use and benefit of "Indian
Bands" in Tsilhqgot'in Nen are inadequate and jillegal, having nev-

er been approved nor consented to by the Tsilhqot'in people, The-
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Tsilhgot'in Nation declares that all so-called Crown Land within
the traditional territories of the Tsilhgot'in Nation is forth-

with reserved for and owned by the Tsilhqgot'in Nation.

DECLARMIIONS

To the governments of the Crown, the. Tsilhgot'in Nation declares

that they should henceforward honour their fiduciary obligations

towards us and - obey the Royal Proclamation of 1763 as, thebsupreme

"law in thw T

Especially to the government of the province of British Columbia,hﬁﬁ'
the TSlltht'ln Nation declares that it should henceforward cease;t?

and desist 1ts lawless plunder of the resources of‘our country

The Tsilhgot'in Nation declares that, as of December 11th, 1997,
the laws enacted by Canada and British Columbia wiil have no
force or effect in Tsilhgot'in Nen and that the laws of the Tsilh-

got'in Nation and its constituent communities will7§§evaiiﬁ

Holders of all licences, permits, deeds and other documents issued
by the governments of Canada and British Columbia must obtain the
permission of the Tsilhgot'in Nation to continue the operation of
their interests in Tsilhgot'in Nen. They can do so by contacting
the appropriate local community office during regular office hours.

and asking to speak to the Chief. Local community offices are
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located at 'Esdilagh (Alexandria), T1'esqgox (Toosey), Yunesit'in
(Stone), Tl'etingox (Anaham), Tsi Deldel (the Alexis Creek Commun-

ity at Redstone), Xeni (Nemiah Valley) and western Tailhgot'in

Nen.

RECOGNITION

The Tsilhqot'in Nation requests the recognitzon of all nations of

the Earth the ‘P Qplerof Canada, the trust

| a0 socenits cotuiibia anathe’ackive co-

operatlonzof'allflndigehous'peoples,'

RESPECT

To those people who'have settled_amongst us in our country, the

Tsilhqot'in Natlon declare at’we bear no enmlty towards you, ,

as long as you respect us,' It‘ls the policies and practices of-
the governments,:the courts and the churches of Canada-that_have
done us so muchpharm'and that must now change. We do not blame
you. We ask youfto'understand-that'change mnst now take*place
and we 1nvite you to asslst ug to the hest of your abillty. We_.
invite you to work with us to make Tsmlhqot'in Nen a- better place
for all of oux chlldren. We govern according to pr1nc1ples 0f
consent. We ask you to understand that what we are saying is not

unique or peculiar to the Tsilhgot'in Nation: it is happening

throughout the Great Turtle Islands (the Americas).




Chief Thomas Billyboy, Chief Shirley Grambush Johnny
'Esdilagh Tl'esgox
Chief Leslie Stump, Chief Ervin Charleyboy,

Tl'etingox~t’in ' Tsi Deldel

' Chief,Roger Willlam, i fChief B
Xeni Gwet'in _f : Yunesit'ln ;

April 17th, 1998

the._'_Thls declaratlon was firsgt slgnmd by the Chlefs of theﬂ
Tsilhgot'in on May 2nd, 1984, namely: " -Chief Thomas Billyboy
('Esdilagh), Chief Arnold Solomon (T1! esqgox), Chief Bernard ‘Elkins
(Tl'etingox), Chief Daniel Case (Tsi Deldel), Chlef Benny William
(Xeni) and Chief David Quilt (Yunesit'in). - o

The 1984 declaration was replaced by one 51gned by the Chlefs on
the occa31on of the first visit of a Minister of Indi” _Affairs N
to TSlltht'ln Nen, March lst, 1992 (at: Tl'esqox), Chief;
Thomas Billyboy ('Esdilagh), Chief Francis Lacees M(Tl , qpx), PR
Chief Andrew Harry (Tl'etlnqox), Chief Ervin Charleyboy (Tsi Del—{-
del), Chief Roger William (Xenl) and Chief Tony Myers (Yunesit!'-
in). : S

Correspondence may be addressed to:

The Deputy National Chief, .-
Tsilhgot'in National Government,

51D Fourth Avenue South,

Williams Lake V2@ 1J6

Tel: 250-392-3918/2923

Fax: 250-398-5798




